What is needed on a laboratory test request form?
In the development of a screening programme for genital tract Chlamydia trachomatis infection, a modified test request form was devised and used successfully both to request the test, to collect data and to inform patients. Our examination of the practicalities and ethical and confidentiality issues involved in making a request for a laboratory test to assist clinical diagnosis or management, resulted in the introduction of extra features that we had not previously seen used in the design of request forms. Coded response boxes can have adjacent questions attached as a perforated strip. Removal of this question strip leaves a completed form with no explicit sensitive data (figure 2). A detachable information sheet for patients can also be incorporated into the request form (figure 1). The design of a request form raises issues that do not appear to have been widely or formally debated.